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 Town of Middlebury Planning Commission (MPC) 1 

Rotary Small Meeting Room, First Floor 2 

77 Main Street, Municipal Offices 3 

Minutes of October 4, 2018 4 

Approved 10/18/2018 5 

 Members Present: Barbara Saunders, Chair, Todd Desabrais, , Sarah Peluso, Chris Robbins,  

Members Absent: Sam Ostrow, Lucy Schumer, and Steve Terry 

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray, Dave Wetmore 

Others Present: Erica Quallen (VHB) by phone 

 6 

1. Call to Order: Barbara called the meeting to order at 12:05 pm.  7 

 8 

2. Public Comment and adjustments to agenda:  9 

No public present 10 

 11 

3. Minutes:   12 

Review of 8/16/2018 minutes- no action, quorum not present to approve. To be reviewed 13 

next meeting 14 

Review of 9/6/2018 minutes- Chris moved to approve a presented, 2nd by Todd. Minutes 15 

approved 4-yes, 0-no  16 

 17 

4. Rail Platform project:   18 

PC discussed Rail Platform public meeting held in September 27th.  At that meeting a 5th site 19 

between Site 1 and Site 2 was briefly discussed. VHB offered to consider the site and report to 20 

PC.  Erica Quallen (VHB) is participating via a conference call to discuss the new site option, 21 

which was emailed to staff before the meeting. 22 

 23 

The hybrid site is described as being between Sites one and two directly along Seymour Street 24 

between the old train station and National Bank. Erica presented site plans and shared that 25 

the site encroaches significantly on the Seymour Street ROW. This site will not allow for a 12-26 

ft wide platform, would eliminate existing parking and does not allow for required fencing 27 

and future expansion of the platform, i.e. building structure over and adjacent to the 28 

platform. The PC agreed that the site is not a viable option. They agreed that the limitations 29 

of the hybrid site makes it not feasible and removed the site from any future discussions. 30 

  31 

PC asked if a fence is required along the all of the tracks. Erica stated it is where it is easily 32 

accessible to the public. PC expressed that chain link was not their preference. Erica noted PC 33 

should check w/Jim Gish regarding fence options.  34 

  35 

Platform survey update- To date there have been 566 responses, 501 support the Middle 36 

Seymour Street as their 1st option and 428 respondents supported the National Bank site for 37 

their 2nd option. Survey link will be shut down on October 5th. Jennifer will discuss next steps 38 

w/ Erica in preparation for next meeting. PC thanked Erica for her efforts and concluded 39 

discussion w/Erica at 12:20 PM. 40 

 41 
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Todd questioned the logic of recommending a site that has no property owner support. Jen 42 

and Barbara shared that the National Bank initially agreed to allow the site be in the survey, 43 

but have since strengthened their argument against using that site.  National Bank parking 44 

and parking in general along Seymour Street were major discussion points. 45 

 46 

The PC talked through the evaluation criteria and decided to make a list of any outstanding 47 

questions for each site, with a view toward making a decision next time.   The PC completed a 48 

matrix of outstanding questions and issues for each site, and staff will look into these for 49 

10/18. 50 

 51 

Middle Seymour Street- some members felt it made sense to pursue as many improvements 52 

now as possible, including re-orienting the road.  At the very least, they agree it makes sense 53 

to connect the platform to the Marbleworks with a complete sidewalk.  Fence along tracks is 54 

important for safety. Long range, PC expressed their hope that Phyllis Armstrong and Gary 55 

Baker would consider selling a portion of their properties to allow for road alignment and rail 56 

platform expansion/site development improvements. The Town would bear the cost of these 57 

improvements.  As such, it would need to be budgeted for in advance with the Infrastructure 58 

Committee.  59 

 60 

Barbara asked if we could eliminate two of the present options as there doesn’t seem to be 61 

much support for sites 3 and 4. Walking distance to Downtown seems to be very important to 62 

survey respondents and Downtown parking is a huge issue.  PC discussed how much weight 63 

should be given to “public opinion”, and decided public opinion should be made an evaluation 64 

criteria. The PC plans to make a recommendation to the Selectboard at the November 13th SB 65 

meeting.  66 

 67 

5. Other Business: 68 

Triangle Park and Printers Alley- Chris and Sarah reported on the public meeting for Triangle 69 

Park and Printer’s Alley.  In general, the public felt the plans were not what they asked for in 70 

the initial public meeting.  At the meeting it was made clear that the State would not pay for 71 

above ground improvements.  As this was not shared clearly at the initial public meeting, 72 

people are frustrated at having spent time talking about structures and play equipment and 73 

lighting etc. that were never eligible costs.  74 

 75 

Jen was disappointed with the overall process for developing plans for these spaces, noting 76 

that an opportunity was wasted to collect input and develop solutions for addressing how 77 

these parks connect and integrate with the rest of Downtown.  Several relevant topics worthy 78 

of public input were specifically excluded (e.g.- integration with Merchant’s Row, Main St and 79 

Town Green; parking and ACTR stops adjacent to Triangle Park; bike-ped connectivity up 80 

Printer’s Alley; proper crosswalk locations and design, street calming in vicinity, etc.)   81 

 82 

The Planning Commission expressed frustration that they had no role in the planning process. 83 

Jen said both the DAC and DRB have expressed an interest in reviewing the plans, and she 84 

plans to perform a DRB review process after plans are finalized. 85 

 86 
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Commission members expressed that the Planning Director and the PC needed to be included 87 

in the planning process for important downtown public spaces.  VHB was not acting in the 88 

Town’s best interest by choosing not to collaborate with them.  Barb will draft an email 89 

requesting that Jim and Aaron meet w/ PC to discuss Park project plans and budget.  90 

 91 

Next meeting of PC- October 18, 2018 92 

 93 

6. Adjournment:  Meeting concluded at 1:40. 94 

 95 

Submitted by:  Dave Wetmore, J. Murray 96 


